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PREFACE. 



The following; little work it composed chiefly for tbon 
who aro desirous of obtaining as mneh information is 
possible regarding our Australian colonies, but who can- 
not afford tlto prico of the generality of publications on 
this subject. It has been the Author's object »to condense 
the varioui. descriptions which have been given of these 
colonics, in order to present a mass of valuable informa* 
tion in a small compass. Every thing that is worth 
knowing, especially regarding South Australia, perhaps 
the most flourishing of all our colonies, in that quarter of 
the woild, has boon given; and the most important 
features of tho other settlements, are described in the 
sketches with as much minuteness as the nature of tb* 
work allows. 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 



CHAPTER I. 

Tub universal desire which every man lists to bettor 
his condition, has led many tc emigrate from the mother 
country to one of her colonies, to find a more profitable 
return for their labour. Many have embarked for tho 
United States, prompted by tho success winch usually 
Attends perseverance and industry in that flourishing re* 
public. A new territory has now been opened up, fitted, 
oy all accounts, to promote the objects which the emi- 
grant has in view, by the fertility and extent of tho soil, 
and tho commercial capability of the country. The colony 
of Southern Australia, ever since the period of its establish* 
merit, has been crowned with complete success ; it has not 
been exposed to many of the drawbacks which usually 
attend new colonics, partly on account of tho excellent 
regulations upon which it is founded, and partly on ac- 
count of the great amount of capital which tho numerous 
rcspectublo settlers possessed. Numbers have already 
left the British shores, both of tho wealthy and labouring 
classes, attracted by the advantages which all reports 
have attributed to it. The capitalist finds in it a safe 
and profitable investment for his wealth— the farmer, 
plenty of cheap and fertile land, and a warranted supply 
of labourers— and the working man receives higher wages 
than he has done at any time in his native country. It 
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will be our endeavour, in tlio following- pages, to give an 
account of this interesting colony, both in it* rine, pro- 
gress, and present state. Tlio most authentic source of 
information have been consulted, in order that a fair and 
impartial record might be presented to the reader. 

These advantages being generally known, a number of 
gentlemen, in the year 1834, succeeded in obtaining a 
bill from Parliament for the colonization of South Aus- 
tralia. This bill is founded upon new and beneficial prin- 
ciples of colonization. It empowers the Commissioner* 
to make a sale of the lands of the colony at such price as 
they may deem expedient, but in no case for a lower price 
than 12s. sterling per English acre. The payment is 
made when the purchaser receives a grant of land, which 
grant gives him an absolute title to tho estate, without any 
reserve whatever. The chief feature in the bill is, that 
tho money received for the purclinso of land is to consti- 
tute an emigration fund, in conducting the emigration of 
poor persons from Great Britain or Ireland to the pro* 
vince. So that tbo purchasers in another way receive 
tbeir payments back again : the Commissioners being 
requirod to expend the emigration fund, without any de- 
duction, in carrying out labourer*, the whole contribution 
is returned to those who make it in the form of passage- 
money for their labourers. This principle benefits the 
capitalist by supplying him with labour, and is of the 
utmost importance to the poor emigrant, whom it furnishes 
with the means of obtaining a proper remuneration for 
Ills labour. The general interests and prosperity of tho 
colony, too, are secured by the amount and description of 
labourers. It is one of the duties nf tho Commissioners 
to regulate the rate of payment for land, so as to obtain 
neither too largo nor too small n number of labourers, and 
to select young healthy persons of good character, and of 
both sexes, in equal numbers, not exceeding the age of 
thirty years. The wives of the labourers receive a free 
passage with their husbands. Labourers, upon their ar- 
rival in the colony, are at perfect liberty to engage them- 
selves as they think proper, and mako their own bargain 
for wages. 

So that the principles upon which this self-supporting 
colony is founded may bo shortly said to be, " to create 
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a revenue by tlio sale of [the waste and unappropriated 
Innd of the province— to employ the whole of the revenue 
thus created as nn emigration fund, and to fix the price 
of waste land sufficiently high to secure a constant supply 
of hired labour for its cultivation." 

The Commissioners being required l>y Act of Parlia- 
ment to raise a fund of £35,000 by effecting the sale of A 
portion of the land in the province, they issued their first 
regulations for the salo of land in June, 1885. In this 
regulation they state " that the sole condition of purchase 
shall be the payment of money at tho rate of £1 per acre; 
and nothing, whether above or below the surface of die 
land, will be reserved by the Crown." This price was, 
however, considered too high by the publio, and consi- 
derably more than one-half of the required quantity of 
land remained unsold. About this time a joint-stock 
Company was established, called the South Australian 
Company, with a capital of upwards of £800,000, to be 
employed in the purchase and improvement of land, in 
promoting emigration, in establishing and extending a 
colonial trade, and generally in the improvement ctf the 
colony. This Company is not connected with the Board 
of Commisfiionets, and does not possess any exclusive 
privileges. In virtue of its immense capital it has been 
of the utmost advantage in establishing the colony. It 
offered to the Commissioners, in order to enable them to 
raise the stun required by Parliament, to purchase the 
remaining lots of land, if the price were reduced to 12s* 
per acre* The Commissioners consented to this proposal* 
at the same timo giving previous purchasers the benefit 
of the reduction, by proportionably increasing their land* 
The required investment was thus secured, and every 
preliminary necessary to the establishment of the colony 
was immediately carried into effect* u 



m 



CHAPTER H. 

New Holland, the largest island in the world, together 
with the smaller one of Von Diemen's Land, get the 
name of Australia. They lie M*een 10* 80' and 45* 



8 DESCRIPTION OF 

• 

8. lat, and between 1 13° and 153 d E. long. They are 
situated in the South Pacific, or Indian Ocean, and are 
about 16,000 miles from Britain by ship's course. New 
Holland is about 2400 miles in length from W. to E., and 
2000 in breadth from 8. to N. Not a sixth part of this 
vast tract has been explored. It is of various fertility — 
some parts are arid, others filled with immense niarsncir, 
while the boundless plains, of great richness and beauty, 
are equally fitted for grain and pasture A great part of 
this country consists of fertile and woll-watercd valleys, 
the land of which is exceedingly well adapted for all the 
purposes of agriculture. Some of the larger rivers, such 
as tH Murray and Darling, have b?en traced throughout 
a great part of their course, and the land on these and 
the. other streams is very productive. Van Diemen'a 
Land, especially on the rivers, is also extremely rich and 
fertile. In both islands vast numbers of sheep are reared, 
which yield the finest wool. This wool finds a ready 
market in Britai • This circumstance has turned the 
attention of thousands to the rearing of sheep for th* pur- 
pose of selling the wool ; and there is little doubt thntull 
tho wool raised in tlio colony will find a speedy and ad- 
vantageous market in the mother country. The bound- 
lees plains, covered with tho richest pasture, aiVord tho 
means of rearing sheep to an unlimited extent. Besides 
this trade, the whale fiihery is carriod on to a very con* 
siderable extent ; and altogether tho colony presonts the 
most thriving and healthy appearance. 

It was so late as 1788 that Britain sent a colony to the 
eastern psrt of New Holland which had been discovered 
and oxplored by Captain Cook, in tho your 1770. This part 
of the island is called New South \Vales. New South 
Wales is r, large portion of New Holland, stretching from 
the farthest point to tho south, along the east coast for 
1000 miles, and along the south for 500 miles, being be* 
tween the latitudes of 38 and 27 degrees nearly ; thus, 
while the sea circumscribes it on two sides, on the north 
and part of the west* it has no natural boundary ; and on 
the remainder of tho interior frontier, it is bounded by 
the colony of Sooth Australia. Tho colony runs back 
320 miles, but the farthest settled point at present, is a 
station of troops, 237 miles from tho coast. From the 
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sea the country rises gradually till it terminate! in the 
Blue Mountains, 100 miles from the const. Some of 
these mountains are 6000 feet above the level of the sea* 
They run the whole length of the colony. Behind them 
are rich find beautiful plains, which are in progress of 
rapid colonization. From 1788, New South Wales hat 
been a place of banishment for convicts* Many of the** 
convicts, on obtaining their liberty, have applied them- 
selves to indiistt'iouo occupations, and hate realized con* 
siderable fortunes* The labour of the convicts has been 
moat profitably employed in rearing public buildings, 
roads, bridge*, canals, harbours, and other works adapted 
to promote the prosperity of the country. The great 
proportion of the population, however, consists of re* 
spectable settlers who hove emigrated from the mother 
country for the purpon of bettering their fortunes. This 
colony has risen rapidly to eminence, the population being 
nearly 100,000 — of which humber, upwards of 80,000 
jirc convic's, 20,000 emancipists, and 35,300 free. The 
capital, ftydnoy, is a large and flourishing town, with spa* 
clous and commodious streets, and many fine buildings. 

Besides Syduey, there are several large towns through* 
out thi; colony, which ure rapidly increasing in wealth 
and population. Paramatta contains above 8000 inhabi- 
tants, who are engaged in agriculture and mechanical em- 
ployments. Windsor, Richmond, Liverpool, and many 
othor towns, are springing into importance, and present- 
ing scenes of great business, hetlth, aud activity* New 
South Waled has found * great many flatterers of it* 
climate, soil, and various capabilities; and there can be 
no doubt that it presents a very desirable residence to 
any one who wishes to exert himself in making a little 
money. It is indeed the best colony that labourers and 
mechanics could desire; for if they are industrious, there 
is no fear of their ever wanting employment at a very 
handsome payment. Mr Macarthur, in his work on the 
colony, says, " With respect to the rate of wages in the 
colony, and tho advantages there held out to honest and 
industrious families, it must be borne in mind, that the 
expense of bringing up a family in New 8outh Wales 
is milch less than in England. Children there, if pro- 
perly trained, instead of being a burden, are wealth to 

AS 
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tboir parents, Industrioun person*, of sober orderly 
habits, find no difficulty in laying by n largo portion of 
tboir earnings, which may be placed with perfect security 
in the saving's bank at Sydney, yielding an interest of 
from 8 to 10 per vent, per annum. After a few years, 
they would be enabled, if mechanics, to establish them- 
selves in desirable localities for carrying on their trade : 
or, if agriculturists, to rent farms, or to purchase land. 
But any attempt by the latter class to settle as cultivators 
on their own account, immediately upon their arrival in 
the colony, is, as a general rule, by no means desirable. 
Local experience should first be acquired. Not only is 
there much to learn, but, what is more difficult, much to 
unlearn*" 

Considerable attention is paid, in New South Wales, 
to the means of religious and intellectual instruction* 
There are several established churches whose ministers 
are paid by the government ; and others belonging to the 
Wesleyans, and Roman Catholics. The Australian Col- 
lege at Sydney, where the higher branches of literature 
are taught, is a flourishing institution* Besides this, 
there are a number of scientific societies. Charity, and 
Infant Schools, are also on an extensive scale. 

In 1828, f a colony was formed at Swan river, which is 
on the south-west coast of New Holland. This colony, 
and one called King George's Sound adjoining, are gene- 
rally called Western Australia* The last nccounts from 
these colonies are favourable. The population is yet 
small, as there wore only 1549 inhabitants in 1830. 

TflR PnOVlNCK OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 

Which forms our immediate subject, was colonised in 
1836. This province comprises the territory on the south 
coast of New Holland, between the 132d and 14 1st de* 
greus of east longitude, and between the Southern Ocoan 
and the 26th degree of south latitude, with the islands 
adjacent It is situated between the Swan river and 
New 8outh Wales, and is noarly double the extent 
of Great Britain and Ireland, containing an area of 
nearly 300,000 square miles, or 192,000,000 of acres. 
It is four months' sail from Englaud, and is situated in 
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the centre of the three principal British colonies in Aus- 
tralia ; Port Adelaide, the capital of Southern Australia, 
being only six days* sail from Launceston, in Van Die- 
mens Land, and twelve from Sydney* Overland jour- 
neys, with large herds of cattle, have been made from 
Sydney .to the colony; and there is little doubt that this 
journoy will soon be made with ease in a very short space 
of time. 

General accounts concur in representing GL Australia to 
be a country of great beauty and richness. In these re- 
spects it is far superior to any part of New Holland that 
has yet been explored. There are few arid or desert 
wastes which defy the industry of man. Almost every 
spot, on the ot'iier hand, is delightfully inviting—the land 
from the sea presenting an immense variety of beautifully 
verdant valleys, well watered and finely-wooded plains of 
vast extent, gently swelling away to the range of moun- 
tains in the back ground. The more inland parts abound 
iu rich and extensive plains, capable of pasturing hun- 
dreds of thu i sands of sheep. The laud from the sea ie 
thus described by a gentleman, Mr John Morphett, whose 
information may bo completely relied on, as the letter 
which he sent to gentlemen of this country who had 
entrusted him with the management of their colonial pro* 
perty, is inserted at length in the second annual report 
which the Commissioners made to the House of Com* 
tnons, and referred to as the best statement regarding the 
settlement. He says — " The country, from Cape Jervia 
upwards, is very picturesque, and generally well timbered, 
but in the deposition of the trees, more like an English 
park than what we could have imagined to be the cha* 
racter of untrodden wilds; it is, therefore, well suited for 
depasturing sheep* and in many places, under present cir- 
cumstances, quite open enough for the plough. A range 
of hills, with valleys opening through to the back, r rat 
down it at an average distance of ten or twelve mi'es. 
Most of these Mils are good soil to the top, and all would 
furnish ex c alien t feed during the winter. The country 
between those and the sea Is very diversified j in some 
places undulating, in others level, with plains both open 
and elegantly^ wooded. Thete are many streams running 
into the sea, with very deep channels. These in summer 
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nre low, and a few of them dry $ but the entire ra»ge of 
kills in which these have their sources abounds in gullies 
and ravinrs, affording the greatest facilities for damming, 
whereby an immense quantity of water might be retained 
from the winter rains. This is important, as a system of 
irrigation might be applied here with great advantage. 
The soil is generally excellent, a fine rich mould, with a 
substratum of clay." 

The more inland parts of the country receive the high- 
est commendation for beauty and fertility. Wherever 
the foot of the explorer has yet been, wo uniformly hear 
of the richness o r the soil, the luxuriance of the grasses, 
the magnificence of the timber, the abundance of lakes 
and rivers, and the friendly disposition of the natives 
generally. The whole country through which the Mur- 
ray,' the largest of the Australian rivers yet discovered, 
flows, is of the most varied and delightful character. Its 
large valleys teorn with rich verdure, and arc uniformly 
w:tered by pleasant rivers. But tho grcator part of the 
land consists of largo grassy plains, pervaded by numer- 
ous sheets of water surrounded with verdure, and stretch- 
ing away to the hills, clothed with pine that border them. 
The soil is of tho richest description, capable of rearing 
fine crops of wheat, and what is of the utmost importance, 
the rivers, which everywhere intersect the country, open 
an easy inland communication through the whole of 
Southern Australia, and also to the sea, in a very short 
space of time. In some part*, indeed, tho country par- 
takes of an appearance the most picturesque and beauti- 
ful that can be conceived. The rich green plains, not 
covered by dense forests, but by stately trees, rising here 
and there from their green foundations, in the same way 
as they do in the noble (.arks of England, tho pretty 
streams, the broad lakes, margined with beautifU shrubs 
and flowers, and the gently undulating hills crowned with 
treos, form altogether frequont scenes of interest and 
beauty. These beautiful spots are found in every part 
uf Southern Australia, where the turf, the woods, and 
the banks of the streams which glido slowly through the 
rales, have so much the appearance of well kept parks, 
thr.l, to use the words of Major Mitchell, tho explorer of 
this country, •■ I felt loth to break it by the passage of the 
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cart wheels." In his descriptions of this pari of the 
country which ho terms Australia Felix, the same gentle* 
man, in the narrativo which he has given of his expedition, 
says, " We had at length discovered a country ready for 
the immediate reception of civilised man, and fit to be- 
come eventually one of the great nations of the earth. 
Unencumbered with too much wood, yet possessing 
enough for all purposes, with an exuberant soil under 
n temperate climate; bounded by the sea coast and mighty 
rivers, and watered abundantly by streams from lofty 
mountains $ this highly interesting region lay before me, 
with all its features new and untouched as they fell from 
the hand of the Creator I Of this Eden, it seemed that 
I Was tho only Adam, and it was indeed a sort of Paradise 
to me, permitted thus to be the first to explore its moun* 
tains and streams— to behold its scenery -—to investigate 
to geological character— and finally, by my survey, to 
develop those natural advantrg*s, all still unknown to 
the civilized world, but yet certain to become, at no dis* 
tant date, of vast importance to a new people/' 

There is another feature in Australia Felix, which 
cannot fail to develop and complete all its other resources* 
This is the remarkable fact, that the whole water-corn- 
municatioti of the territory of New South Wales, flow* 
into it. The river Murray has been traced for more than 
1000 miles of its course, and is navigable for boats the 
whole of this length. The inhabitants of the plaint 
possess the advantages of the navigable streams which 
water the ba*in of the Murray on the south, and are 
thus placed in vasy communication with a sea»port« 
The Murray itself, fed by the lofty mountains in the 
east, carries to the sea a volume of water, sufficient to 
irrigate the whole country, and so level, at to admit of 
its abundant waters being turned into canals for the pur- 
pose of supplying any deficiences of water, or rendering* 
the inland communication easy and expeditions. 

The whole country cannot be better described than in 
the words oi Major Mitchell himself* 

He says, " Every variety of feature may be seen in 
those southern parts, from the lofty alpine region on the 
east, to the low grassy plaint, in which it terminates on 
the Wett* The Murray, perhapt the largest rirtr in all 
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Australia, arises amongst those mountains, and receives 
in its course various other rivers of considerable magni- 
tude. There flow over considerable plain* in directions 
nearly parallel to the main si ream, and thus irrigate and 
fertilize a great extent of rich country. Falling from 
mountains of ;;rcat height, the current of these rivers is 
perpetual, whereas in other parts of Australia, the rivers 
are too often dried up, and seldom deserve any other 
name than chains of ponds. 

" Hills of moderate elevation occupy the central 
country betweon the Murray and tho sea, bring thin or 
partially wooded, and covered with tho richest pasturage. 
Hie lower country, both on the northern and southern 
•kirts of these^hills, is chiefly open; slightly undulating 
towards the coast on the south, and, in general, well 
watered. 

"The grassy plaint which extend north ward' from 
these thinly wooded hills to the banks of the Murray, nro 
cbequeredbytbo channels of many streams falling from 
them, and by the more permanent and extensive waters 
of deep lagoons, which aro numerous on tho faco of these 
plains, us if intended, by a bounteous Providence, to cor- 
rect the deficiencies of a climate, otherwise too dry, for 
an industrious and increasing people by preserving in 
these abundant reservoirs, the surplus waters of tho largo 
river; and, indeed, a liner country for cattle stations than 
this, can scarcely be imagined. 

11 In the western portion, small rivers radiate from the 
Grampians, an elevated and isolated mass, presenting no 
impediment to a freo communication through tho fine 
country around its base. Hence that enormous labour 
necessary in order to obtain access in some parts, and for 
crossing contiguous ranges to reach others, by passes 
like those so essential to the prosperity of the present 
colony, might be in a great degree dispensed with in that 
southern region. 

" Towards the sea coast on tho south, and adjacent to 
the open downs, between the Grampians and Port Philip, 
there is a low tract consisting of very rich black soil, ap- 
parently the best imaginable for the cultivation of grain 
in such a climate* 

" The high mountains in the east, have not yet been 
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explored, but tlicir very aspect is refreshing in a country 
where the summer heat is often very oppressive. The 
laud is, in short, open and Available in its present state, 
for all the purposes of civilised man. We traversed it 
in two directions, with heavy carts, meeting no s other ojb- 
struction than the softness of the rich soil, and in return- 
ing over flowery plains and green hills, fanned by tije 
breeses of eiirly spring. I named this region Australia 
Felix, the hotter to distinguish it from the parched 
deserts of the interior country, where wo had wandered 
so unprofitably and so long," 

Some accounts represent the colony of South Australia 
as less favourably situated as regards rivers. The num- 
ber of rivers in New Holland generally, compared with 
that of other parts of the world, is very small. This is 
accounted for from the paucity of mountains. There are 
hundreds of small streams indeed, in all directions, but 
theso soon disappear in the hot weather of summer. 
They are, however, valuable, on account of the sheets of 
water which they form, and which, in many parts, are 
capable of supplying any deficiency. South Australia 
does not possess numerous large rivers. In the vicinity 
of the mountains there are a number of streams, which are 
always kept flowing. The Mount Lofty range, running 
40 or 60 miles in the direction of the meridian, and ex- 
tending in breadth, 20 or 30 miles, contains about half a 
million of acres, of a very well watered mountain pastur- 
age. But, with the exception of the great river Murray, 
which is ns broad as tho Thames at London fbV the last 
200 miles of it* course, there are no large rivers. The 
other rivers known, aro the Glenelg, a very useful river, 
but dry for a part of the year at the mouth ; the Rufut, 
which is only a few miles in length ; the Torrens, and 
the Hindinnrsb. It must be confessed that this smallnest 
of the number and volume of the rivors, will prevent a 
numerous population occupying the country. In respect 
of water, Australia Felix, and New South Wales, are 
much more favourably situated than the colony* But 
Australia Felix, which is bounded by the colony, is open 
to tho colonization of the settlers* The want of rivers, 
indeed, is much alleviated by the numerous lagoons or 
largo basins of water, which exist in several parts of the 
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country. A great deal too may bo done by art to remedy 
this defect, and enough of water for all agricultural or 
pasturing purposes, will no doubt be always at hand* 
To compensate for this want of streams, the soil of South 
Australia, as far as the country has been explored, is 
superior to that of New South wales, and Van Dieman's 
Land. There is not such a proportion of bad soil us 
obtains ill the older colonies. Between the mountains 
and the mouth of the Murray, there are 100,000 acres of 
excellent rich soil, la many places ready for the plough* 
Other tracts, of immense extent, are equally rich. 

Mr Horton James, a gentleman of high respectability, 
attached to the colony, in i work lately published, in 
which ho freely exposes its defects, while he praises its 
advantages, says : 

11 Indeed there can bo no doubt that South Australia 
will in timo be a very abundunt country. If the settlers 
will economise water, and find somo means of keeping 
it when it falls, and not let it run away, they may, 
in a few years, luxuriato in all the good things of this 
life. Whatever is to be seen of vegetable produce in the 
markets of Lisbon or Cadiz, Sicily or Algiers, the settlers 
in the new colony may equally command. It is peculiarly 
the country of the grape and melon, oranges and lemons, 
figs, olives, pomegranates, and loquets, and even at its 
present infant state, produces as fine melons as the 
Levant. The author saw at the governor's tablo one 
181b., and another weighing 221b.; and handsomer and 
finer flavoured fruits need :iot bo seen. 

41 But the character which stamps the South Australian 
climate, as most valuable in the eyes of the settler, is its 
peculiar adaptation to sheep-farming, and the growth of 
wool. By a register, kept very accurately at Govern* 
ment house, during the whole of the year 1637, it rained 
115 days, and was fino and clear 250 ; and this may bo 
reckoned upon as a fair averoge of a series of years. In 
the West of Scotland, it generally rains 202 days, and is 
fine only 163, and many of these days are lowering, with 
the sun obscured, so that the comparison in this point of 
dryness is very much in favour of South Australia. It 
is this peculiar character of the climate which ought to 
recommend to the cautious settler, sheep husbandry over 
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every other lorl of rural industry, the profits of which; 
if steadily persevered in, will remunerate him in a few 
years for all tho inconveniences of a bosh life* This 
species of farming has been the making of New Sooth 
Wa'cs, and will be the grand pursuit of the settler in 
South Australia, which will soon rival the older colony 
in the fineness, if not in the quantity of its wool* This 
dryness of the rlimate has also a most favourable influence 
on the genera] health of the colony; for, except the oph* 
thalmia, before complained of, the writer saw nothing in- 
dicative of disoaso. The inhabitants may be said to live 
almost constantly in the open air— retain for a long time 
their English ruddiness of complexion— -appear free from 
the prevailing diseases of New South Wales t vis*, the 
dysentery and influenza, and even the children, when 
kept clean, a very difficult matter in summer time, look 
plump and chubby," 



CHAVTEB III. 

When the previous arrangements regarding the colony 
were completed, a surveying expedition, commanded by 
Colonel Light, set sail for the purpose of fixing the site 
of the capital. This expedition arrived at Kangaroo 
island on the 19th August 1636. It was resolved that 
tho principal settlement should be placed on the eastern 
coast of St Vincent gulf, on account of its vicinity to 
the great rivor Murray, provided a sufficiently commo- 
dious harbour could be found on that coast On the 
eastern side of tho gulf, at the head of a creek reaching 
to a considerable distance inland, they found a beautiful 
harbour, at tho mouth of the river Torrens, The country, 
inland from tho sen, they found to be of the richest 
and best description, equally adapted for tho purposes 
of shoep rearing, or agriculture. It was determined 
to place the principal settlement here* There were two 
sites where the capital of the colony might be located-^ 
one immediately at the harbour— the other six miles in* 
land from the sea to the eastward. The latter Is in the 
midst of a very fertile plain, through which several 
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streams of fresh water rati from tlio mountains to the sen. 
If the chief town had been placed at the harbour, the 
inhabitants would have required to have brought fresh 
water from a distance* This fact, and the superior beauty 
and adaptation of the inland portion, determined Colonel 
Light to place the capital of the colony there. Tito only 
objoction against this portion, is the distance from tho 
harbour, and the consequent expense attending the tran- 
sit of goods to and from tho port But the distance be- 
tween the capitnl and the harbour is only six miles, tho 
whole of which is a dead level, having no* obstructions to 
the making of roads and railways. The many advantages 
attending the inland situation, render thn distance from 
the baiboura matter of small moment. Tho capital is, 
besides, saved, by this arrangement, from all the miseries 
which are naturally bred in large R<*n»pnrt towns, A sea* 
port town is already rising at the harbour, and the moans 
of communication between it and the capital are of the 
best description. 

The capital was named Adelaide. It in militated s'x 
miles from the sea, and four miles from a range of pic* 
turcsquo hills inland, varying in height up to about 2500 
feet. It is within easy reach of the river Murray, which 
traverses some of the most fertile districts of Australia, 
and by which, at no distant date, a communication will 
bo opened up with a beautiful territory of vast extent 
Tho town is seated on an eminence, and is divided into 
two parts by the river Torrcns. Mr Jainc.s, who seems 
to have an antipathy to the site of Adelaide, and a pro- 
possession in favour ot Port Lincoln for the capital of tho 
colony, disagrees with general accounts regarding Ade- 
laide. Ho thinks it unhappy that it U not a sea-port— 
that it is not possessed of a larger rlvnr than the Torrens 
—and that tho town ban hooti planned on sut>h a gigantic 
scale. He tells stories of people losing themselves in tho 
vast compass at night, and being f compel led to locuto 
themselves for the night beneath a tree. The objection 
that it is not a harbour, is obviated by the fact which he 
states, that Adelaide is situated in the midst of a fcrtilo 
country, from which the communication to the port is 
easy. The place may be too extensive, but the daily in* 
crease of inhabitants, is rendering this less objectionable. 
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The smallnoss of tlio river Torrens, if so small as be re* 
presents it, is certainly a drawback, which will require to 
be somewhat alleviated. 

On tbo :28th December, 1836, the Buffalo anchored at 
Holdfast bay, in St /irtoent's gulf, and rn the same 
dny his Excellency the Governor landed, escorted by a 
party of marines, and accompanied by the various official 
personages who had gone out in the Buffalo, together 
with tho ladici of their several families. They were re- 
ceived by the officers and gentlemcu who had previously 
arrived, and had fixed their habitation on the plain* 
The orders in council, erecting South Australia into a 
British province, and his Excellency's commission as Go* 
varnor and Conmiander-iiwchief, were reed, and the cus* 
ternary oaths wcru administered to tho Governor, members 
of council, and other officers prosent. The commission 
was afterwardr read to the settlers, of whom about 300 
were present, and the British flag was displayed under a 
royal salute. 

The survey of the town of Adelaide was completed on 
the 10th March, 1837 \ and on the 223d of May, a meet* 
ing was held, when the streets, squares, &c. of Adelaide 
were named, and the Port of Adelaide was proclaimed a 
legal port. Since February, 1636, 32 vessels have sailed 
from this country to the colony, containing— 

Malet. Femalei. Total. 

1 «K rt ..,w *1.... J Adults HIS 807 1019 

Labouring clusn .... J chMrw _ _ eo2 

S,.«*,4n, *la.. $ Adults 245 115 360 

Superior class J Cl|i|drc|1 _ _ m 

Total 3210 

Besides these, n great number of vessels bad sailed from 
the various ports of Australia, and other parts, with stores 
and passengers. 

The towu itself, besides the streets, squares, and public 
wklks, occupies 1000 acres, 300 of which are on the 
north side of the Torrens* A park of 500 yards wide, 
around the town, is retained for public walks; there are 
also six squares, and several other open spaces, intended 
for ornamental walks. Ten acres of land along the river 
Torrens are reserved for a government domain, and upon 
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these the Govorn.nont-house is now plnced. A quarter 
of a mile vest of the Torreus, some land is sot apart for 
a botanical garden* Tho siteo of an hospital, public 
cemetery, government stores, and schools, are placed out* 
side tho town. In tbe middle of tho town, tlio public 
offices of the government, such as the Colonial Secretary's 
Office, Land Office, &c. are situated. Asa proof of tho 
excellence of the town situation, when tho remaining acres 
of Adelaide were sold by public auction, they brought 
£7 an acre, when the country land could be obtained for 
£1 an acre, Since this sale, which took place in March, 
1837, the value of town land ha* risen progressively, but 
very rapidly, some allotments having been sold for £80 
per acre, and for others, better situated, £100 has been 
offered and refused. A gentleman connected with the 
colony says, in a letter of July, 1837—" The price of 
town land is increasing so rapidly, that in the course of a 
year or two, I should not be surprised at its fetching 
from £100 to £300 per acre." In proof of the extraor- 
dinary success which tho colony has already met, wo 
beg to quote the following passage from the South Au$» 
tralian Gazette: " There is but one proof more of our 
satisfactory progress we havo at present to advert to* 
The price of tho town allotments of one acre each, have 
arisen within the last two months, from £10 and £12, to 
prices varying from £40 to £100. Tho latter sum was 
offered the other day for an acre, and refused. £20 was 
last week paid for a frontage of 31 feet, in Melbourne 
street, North Adelaide. It is important to remark, that 
this impulse has been given by strangers— by sottlers who 
are daily arriving from the adjoining colonies, and from 
England. It is therefore not the fictitious, but tho real 
value of the land which is paid. 

14 Tho progrciis made in Adelaide sinco the allotment 
of the acre* in March last, may also afford some illustru* 
tion of tho confidence of success felt by the residents. At 
this moment there is built, and in progress of building, 
about fifty substantial houses, and nearly 150 inferior, 
though not uncomfortable dwelling places. There is en* 
closed, and chiefly in garden crop, about 50 acres sub* 
stantially fenced. The healthy appearance of all de- 
scription of vegetables, exceeds the most sanguine expec- 
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tations of the horticulturist. PoUtoes, pease, turnips, 
onions, cabbage, cauliflower, thrive admirably. We hare 
not been succes sful with beans ; bot eminently so in all 
varieties of smaller seeds. As to melons, pumkins, cu- 
cumbers, they promise most abundantly; and, indeed, for 
the culture of the finer fruits of the south of France and 
Italy, our climate is precisely adapted, and in a few 
seasons the scatter may hope to sit under the shadow of 
his own vine. 

" Within the last week we have had two ship-loads of 
emigrants ; and such is the demand for labour that there 
is not a single individual at present unemployed. There 
has been some disappointment felt at tho survey of the 
country land being not completed ; but in a few months 
this cause for discontent will certainly be removed ; and 
the reader of this page in England, may embark forthwith 
for South Australia, in full confidence that on his arrival 
here % land for immediate occupation, and in favourable 
situations, will be immediately procurable, 

11 Wo are not disposed to wind up this article with an 
ad captandum flourish by way of exhortation to all persona 
disposed to chnngo the anxieties and cares of crowded 
England, to <?eek plenty, comfort, and elbow-room, in 
South Australia. The happy country, where care and 
* anxiety are not the companions of man, is vet to be dis- 
1 covered, and In South Australia, plenty ana ease are not 
to be attained but by moderate exertion and prudent 
conduct. For those, however, there is an unlimited scope, 
and we know of no land in the world where probabilities 
are fairer of health and socioty being enioyed, and a for* 
tune acquired, thun in South Australia. 

Port Adelaide, as already mentioned, is a beautiful and 
commodious harbour. In its natural state, it is at all 
times safe and practicable for viwels of 300 to 360 tons, 
or drawing 10 or 17 feet of water, sometimes for vessels 
of greater draught of water. With certain improvements, 
it is capable of being made practicable for vessels of. 700 
tons. 

Adelaide is already a thriving town. The houses are 
rapidly increasing, they are chiefly of the cottage order, 
and composed of very miscellaneous materials, such as 
stone, pis6 9 cob, or wood, with slated, thatched,, or shingled 
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roofs; but there are alio building! of a mora ornate do- 
scription, and government is erecting a square and suitable 
accommodations for the public departments. Business, 
in general, is active, and gradually getting into syste- 
matic operation. There is already a throng of butchers, 
bakers, tailors, shoemakers, dressmakers, and various 
other trades. There are also stores for more general 
supplies, and some of the first houses in London have 
established branches for mercantile and agency business. 
The constant arrivals make the settlement a sceno of 
continual bustle and activity, 

Tho South Australian Company, which has done much 
to forward the prosperity of the colony, have founded a 
bank, which lias been of the greatest advantage to the 
inhabitants of Adelaide, Ono fact will prove both tho 
benefit of the establishment, and tho growing capital 
engaged in the settlement, viz.-— that at tho close of tho 
year 1837, upwards of £7000 had bean deposited with 
the company in London, for remittance to the settlers in 
the colony. The bank has already paid its expenses, a 
circumstance which was not expected during the first 
year of its existence. It affords great facilities for ex* 
change, and is liberal in advances upon bona fide security. 

The means of religious and intellectual instruction are 
also anxiously attended to. An association has beers 
formed iti connexion with tho Society for the Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel, to assist the colonists in providing for 
themselves the means of public worship and religious in- 
struction according to the doctrines of the Church of 
England. Tho Rev* Mr Howard has been appointed 
minister of the Episcopalian church and chaplain of the 
colony. 

The friendr of Wesleyan Methodism have already a 
numerous congregation. The site for a chapel had been 
fixed upon, and a tender accepted for its erection, which 
was expected to be completed by the end of the year 
1837. The chapel has now been built, but as yet no> 
regular minister has been appointed to it 

A school has been established for the children of emU 
grants, and one upon an extensive scale, for the purpose 
of providing the means of superior education for the 
children of the higher classes of the colonists> not only of 
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Australia, but also of Vim Diemen's Land and New Sooth 
Wales. 

An institution has also been established in London, 
under the designation of " The South Australian School 
Society/' the objects of which are to establish and con- 
duct Infant, British, and Labour Sohoob, in the colony, 
and to render their influence subservient to the advance- 
ment of true religion, tho promotion of civilization, and 
the general welfare of the inhabitants of tho colony* 
These objects are proposed to be attained by— 

1. Commencing with Infant Schools, on the English 
plan, for children, until they reach the age of eight years. 

2. Schools on the British system, combining with it a 
small unoppresalvo portion of bodily labour^ until they 
reach the ago of twelve years* 

3. Schools on Dr Fallenberg's plan, for instructing the 

Jouth in agricultural and other trades, combined with the 
igher branches of education, until they reach sixteen 
years of age. 

4. Tho adoption of a plan for introducing the youth, 
niter sixteen years of ago, into suitable employment* in) 
tho colony as regularly indentured apprentices, for five 
years ; with a scheme for publicly rewarding their in- 
dustry and good conduct* The whole of the schools to> 
be conducted on the soundest principles of moral and 
religious education. 

A weekly journal, under the title of the South Au$+^ 
tralian Gazette and Colonial Register, has been issued iff 
the colony. Another newspaper is about to be started, 
by the subscription of tho colonists generally, and all the 
preliminary arrangements have been already completed. 
A literary and scientific association has also been founded, 
and a considerable library has been collected from various^ 
sources. 

All accounts agree in representing the whole country 
round Adelaide as of the most beautiful and fertile de- 
scription. The land in the immediate neighbourhood of 
Adelaide is unequally wooded; between Adelaide and 
the harbour, about six miles, there is but little wood, and 
this remark will apply to the eastern side* The hills, of 
which Mount Lofty is the most prominent, command 
an extensive and very delightful prospect, aud are covered 
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with a species of wood called stringy bark, of as much 
use, and ns easy to work, as American pino; it *pliu 
freely, is fit for oil country purposes, mid fences made of 
it are of the very! beat and most durable description* 
There are hundreds of thousands of acres of this timber 
within seven or eight miles of tho town, a quantity suffi- 
cient for hundreds of thousands of settlers. 

Along the Torrens to the east and west of tho 
town, at the foot of the hills and between them, are most 
delightful sites for farms, and the residences of gentlemen. 
The views are perfectly lovely, and the land of tho rich- 
est quality. All tho gentlemen who have explored tho 
country inland, unite in praise of its various excellencies* 
Mr Mann, Mr Morphett, Mr Stephen Hack, Mr Fixlter, 
tho Colonial Commissioner, Colonel Light, Mr S. 
Htephens, and Mr Wade, have explored the country 
very widely ; and their accounts amply prove the fitness 
of the country, not only for pastoral but for agricultural 
purposes. These gentlemen have each walked from 
Adelaide to Encounter bay ; Mr Morphett, and others 
have ascended Mount Barker; Mr Fisher, Colonel Light, 
&t\ have been farther north than any other persons, and 
they can hardly declare to which place thepreferenco ought 
to be given— for tho extent of the fertile territory appears 
to be almost unlimited. Of 472,000 acres which Colonel 
Light surveyed, he said there were not more than 80,000 
which were indifferent or unavailable land. Along tho 
ehores of the Gulf St Vincent, from twenty to forty miles 
each way, and nearly twenty inland, the soil is of the 
saroo excellent quality, and every fresh step still farther 
into the interior, only proves the fact, that land of the 
finest quality is in the greatest possible abundance. This 
laud is watered by numerous streams and springs, and 
there are few of the long droughts to which Sydney and 
Van Diemen** Land are subject. The rain generally fulls 
at the full and change of the moon. Tho dews are some- 
times very heavy. The healthy appearanco of all de- 
scriptions of vegetables, exceodi the most sanguine expec- 
tations of the horticulturist. Potatoes, poase, turnips, 
onions, cabbage, cauliflower, thrive admirably. Beans 
have not succeeded so well as yet, but all the varieties of 
smaller seeds grow well. Melons, pnipkins, pine, pome* 



SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 25 

granate, almopd, orange, citron, And tome tropical fruiti, 
us well as peach, nectarines, And other fruits of that kind 
flourish admirably* The same vegetables that grow in 
England, succeed well. Gardening operations at Ade- 
laide are extensively pursued with good effect. Colonel 
Light and others 'have already enclosed large spaces of 
ground, and aro cultivating them as gardens. The soil 
in many parts is "high and dry, of a rich chocolate 
colour, and capable of growing any thing/ 1 

The immense fertile plains covered with the richest 
grass, muke it peculiarly a country for the pasturing of 
sheep and cattle. The wool grown in South Australia, 
is of the finest description. In November 1887, there 
*wero not 5000 shcrp in the province, though the dis- 
covered country would feed more than 100 times that 
number* Several thousands more, however," have been 
sent from Van Diemen** Land, and large flocks of sheep 
and cattle have made overland journeys from Sidney to 
the colony. Tho overland journey is described as safe 
and practicable. 

The salubrity of the climate of Australia, is admitted 
on ull hands. Its invigorating influence makes lh**»e 
diseases very rare, which; are common in more variable 
and less favoured climates. The great heat of summer 
is not at all debilitating, owing to the cool bracing breeze 
which sets in with the evening. The winter is very mild 
and is rather a season of rain than of snow. The sky it 
usually clear and brilliant, and the atmosphere, dry, pure, 
and elastic Fogs are soldom seen. 

The natural productions of tho colony are not suffi* 
ciently known to admit of an opinion being given as to 
their value. Timber forms ono of the most important 
natural productions. Of this there are several species. 
The stringy bnrk is the most useful free to the colonist. 
The bark being of a fibrous texture, and parting easily 
from the wood, renders it very useful in constructing huts 
or temporary buildings. The wood itself is of a brown 
colour, of good quality, splits and saws Well, and is ex- 
ceedingly useful \t\ building, fencing, and paling. There 
are great varieties of shrubs and flowers. The grasses 
and herbage aro not the least valuable productions of the 
tolony j the kangaroo grass grows very luxuriantly, and 
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sheep fatten on it very rapidly* There Are several va- 
rieties of rib grass, also chicory, trefoil, and some other 
i.erbs, which stand tho winter, and afford good feed for 
sheep. Limcstono is found in great abundnttco at Ade- 
laide ; slato and ironstone aro also found, the latter in 
great abundance at Kangaroo island, whero there is also 
said to be granite. Gravel also is found in several parts* 

Tho colony is highly favoured in befog totally exempt 
from all ferocious animals. The kangaroo is the principal 
native animal. There aro sovoral sporiet of it, tho largest 
frequently weighing 150 lbs. Tho feathered tribes are 
nutaorous, and many of them remarkablo for their uingular 
character and beautiful plumage. Tho inlets, bays, and 
waters of South Australia abound with fish. Tho best 
kinds aro snappers, rock cod, broam, mullet, whiting, rock 
and bed oysters, prawns, and many others not described. 
Wholes abound in tho various bays oft' the colonies, and 
tho establishment of tho South Australian Company iu 
Encounter bay has already been successful in that fishery. 

South Australia is governed by ft Governor appointed 
by the Queen, assisted by a Legislative Council nomi- 
nated by her Majesty, who have the power of imposing 
taxes and making laws, subject, howovor, to confirmation 
by her Majesty. There is a Judge to administer the 
laws; also an Advocate- General, or Crown-Solicitor. 
When the population amounts to 50,000, tho colony will 
be on titled to a local constitution. 

The natives are found to be tractable and inoffensive 
when treated with kindness $ and one tribo have already 
located themselves at Adelaide. They cheerfully perform 
any duty to which thoy may b* called for very little re- 
muneration. To avoid tho evils which have sprung from 
ill-treatment of natives in other colonies, an officer has 
been appointed, whose especial duty is indicated by his 
title, the Protector of tho Aborigines, and whoso exer- 
tions will be directed to cultivate their good will, and 
iraprovo tbeir social condition. 

Recent papers from tho colony continue to give the 
most satisfactory accounts of its increasing prosperity, 
The following notices will bo rogarded as indicative of 
this;— 

« Joint Stock CatiU Company*— A meeting of several 
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gentlemen interested in the formation of a Joint Stock 
Cattle Company, was held at the house of Messrs Crisp 
and Litie'n, the 'I *.irf Hotel Adelaide, on the 9th of April, 
when Mmr* J, B. Hack. 0. Crisp, William Ferguson, 
W. 13. Hundol), and Robert Cook, were chosen Directors) 
Mr J. B. Sheplicrdsnn, Honorary Secretary ; and certain 
resolutions were unanimously adopted, the effect of which, 
was the formation of n Joint Htock Cattle Company, with a 
capital of £2000, to be raised in eighty>hares of £25 each. 19 

" The South Australian School Society's first estab- 
lishment at Adelaide, under the superintendence of Mr 
Shepherdson, wns opened in may last, for the reception 
of children above the age of five years*" 

The practicability of an over-land journey, from Sydney 
to Adclaido, has been established by Messrs Hawdon f 
Eyre, and other gentlemen, conducting large flocks of 
cattlo from tho former to the latter place. They speak 
of tho country through which they passed, in terms of 
praise. On tlio journey they came into the neighbour- 
hood of several Inrge lakes. Mr Hawdon says, " On 
the third day, after leaving the Darling, we were follow- 
ing a flooded branch of the Murray, which we found join* 
ing the river Rufua, within a mile of a beautiful lake* 
about forty mile* in circumference, out of which the 
KuftiB takes its riso. The large body of waier which 
flows down this river, appears to be supplied entirely by 
springs rising in the lake, the bed of which is white clay* 
and discolours the water. We named this lake Victoria, 
in honour of her present Majesty. We afterwards passed 
another lake, about twenty miles in circumference, the 
water of which is impregnated with nitre, a large quan* 
tity of which wns lying on the edge of the lake* I named 
this lake Bonney, after my friend Mr Charles Bonney, 
who has accompanied me and shared the difficulties of 
this undertaking." 



CIIAPTEIIIV. 

The . colony offers many inducements to the labr aring 
emigrant. Artisans of all kinds are wanted in the colony, 
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not only carpenters, but joiners, cabinet-makers, black* 
smiths, bricklayers, brickmakers, quarrymen, stone-ma* 
son*, lime-burners, plasterers, working-engineers, wheel- 
wrights, coopers, sawyers, and in A limited degreo plumb- 
ers, glaziers, painters, shoemakers, and tailors. Strong 
mid industrious labourers of different kinds nru also 
wanted, and among them well -diggers and bankers, 
Iiedgers and ditchers, thatchcrs and gardeners, would find 
ample work and high wages. Shepherds, especially from 
the Highlands, would obtain high wage* ; and there is a 
very great demand for female domestic servants nud dairy* 
women. Thcso aro the description of persons to whom a 
free passage is given. Children also are free if uud"r ono 
year; between one and fifteen £4 must be paid. At tho 
age of fifteen they are free as adults. 

Thcde emigrants must themselves bear the expense of 
reaching the vessel, tilting their baggage on board, and 
providing tKv*° hods and clothing. On tho day appointed 
for their tmijarkation they will bo received, and put to 
no further expense, even though the departure of the ship 
should bo delayed. On their arrival in tho colony, they 
will bo received by an officer, who will supply their imme- 
diate wants, assist them in reaching the place of their desti- 
nation, advise with them in difficulty, mid at all times give 
them employment at reduced wages on the Government 
works, if they are not otherwise employed. But they 
will be at perfect liberty to cngago themselves to any one 
willing to employ them, and make their own bargain for 
wages. These are sufficiently encouraging, being at the 
rate of 4s. Gd. to 6s. per day for labourers, and 10s. and 
upwards for tradesmen. 

Provisions nro not dear when all things aro considered, 
and considerable reduction may be expected in the prico 
of meat when the flocks of the colony increase. At pre- 
sent, excollent beef and mutton aro obtained for Is. per 
lb., salt beef and pork for about 0d>, kangaroo 9d. f wild 
ducks Is. each, quail 6d., snapper about 6d. per lb., and 
other fish in proportion. Fresh butter is 2s. Gd. and salt 
butter Is. 6d. { milk lOd. per quart, flour 55s. per barrel 
of 198 lbs., sugar 8d., and tea 8*. 0d. and 4s. 
, The testimonies to the excellence of the colony, and its 
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desirableness for tradesmen, is prored by numerous com- 
munications which have been made, from time to time, by 
tlio settlers to their friends in this country. 

" X have got one acre of ground of my own, which cost 
me £3 15s., and I have built a good mud house, and I 
am going to sow some aoed in my ground. 1 hare bought 
me a new suit of clothes with plenty of shirts, and am 
now earning £1 Is. with all my grub, every week I live, 
and I have {rot a wry good master, who is going to learn 
me to be a joiner and builder, and in eighteen months I 
urn going to have £1 J Ob. and victuals every week, and I 
am saving a little every week; and nothing would give 
me greater joy than foi you to co;ae, and bring Mary 
with you, for you really would think you was in Green* 
wich Park." Thomas Newman, a free emigrant, to fits 
mother in London, April 22, 183 V. 

" Labouring men get very high wages, 5s. per day for 
the commonest labourers, and some 6s. or 7s. I would 
strongly recommend young able-bodied labourers to come 
out, a*, if they are sober and industrious, they are sure to 
do •.veil." Mr Mlundcn, to his father at Arundel, April 
24, 1837. 

" 1 have begun at my trade, and I can do better at it 
than going out to work. I get 12s. per pair for men's 
dress shoes, 14s. for three holed tthoes, 20s. for half boots. 
Journeymen'* wnges are Gs. 6d. for closing and making 
shoes, lOs. for closing and making the water tights ; 3s. 
for making women's pumps ; 6d. extra for welts. Susau 
gets double tho English price for her bonnet work. Some 
weeks sho earns as much as myself." J. W, Adams, 
ckrh to the ehurth at Adelaide, to hit mother at Portsea, 
May 80, 1837. 

•« The wages of labouring men are very good, from 5s. 
to 6s. per day and their victuals. Mechanics are having 
£2 per week and victuals. Dear brother anfl sister, there 
Is every prospect of doing well, if you come out, as you 
and your children need not be ont of work one hour.' 1 
Robert and Jane IJristow, to Mrs Moore, Dean Street, Hot* 
horn, June 4, 1887. 

11 1 am so well satisfied with every thing, I wish all my 
friends and relations would come to us, they would do so 
much better here than it is possible to do in England. 
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Common labourer* nro getting from 25s. to 30s. per week 
and ihoir rations, which it as good as 10s. moro to thorn ; 
*ml good carpenters have from 6s, to 10s. por day. Wo* 
men's wages a*o equally high; indued, they seem more 
wanted than men. Hoys mid girls nro getting immense 
wages ; no matter how many children n man has hero, 
they are all wanted to work." Peter and Anne Cooke, 
to Mr dVorrtSt 41 liosamono St., Clerkcnwdl, London, Nov. 
7, 1837. 

The Allowing letter, from Robert Rankin, formerly 

Cloughmaii to Kirkman Finlay, te*q. Castlo Toward, will 
e perused with great interest hy intending emigrants 
from Scotland :— 

ADCUlhR, SoiTU At'*™ ALU, Hlh',. 4 prii, 1838. 

"Soaiaof you, no doubt, will be longing to hear from us 
ero this time, but wo hope you will excuio delay, for wo 
wished to give you some account of the country anil nf 
oar affairs in it, so that you might form an opinio." 
whether wc havo done righ* or wrong by coming hero. 
We left.Port Dtindns, you know, n the 16th August Inst, 
and arrived at lilnckwall, London, upon the 18th, when 
wo came on board tho Nnvnrino, mid cotnmencod to draw 
our rations, which for each adult, consisted of, ^ lb. flour, 
{lb. biscuit, £ lb. beef, pork, or preserved meat, and 3 
quarts water per day, with ] lb. sugpr, £ ox. ten, 1 oz. 
coffee, 2 oz. cocoa, 3 lb. potatoes, 1 lb. rice, 1 pint pease, 
J lb. mains, 7 oz. suet, J pint oatmeal, 1 gill vinegar, G oz. 
butter per week, so wo had plonty of every thing for the 
cooking. Women, that were nursing, had ♦•ach 1 pint of 
porter per day. We wero well used on board. Wo had 
a good captain, and a most excellent man for a doctor. 
We left Black wall on tho 24th August, and after a very 
fine passage of 98 days, during which, 6 young children, 
and a young man died, and wero committed to tho deop, 
and a sailor was knocked over-board by the lower boom 
studding sail breaking, and was drowned. It was. night, 
and tho ship was running right before the wind, with all 
sail full, at the rato of eleven knots an hour, therefore no 
effort could bo made to save him. Wo arrived at Kan- 
garoo Island, on tho 1st Dec, and that night entered 
Nepcan bay. where noxt day a married woman died, and 
was buried ashore \ when we cast anchor and lay 7 days. 
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Wo got ashore one day and had a look at the settlement* 
The soil is good upon the island, vegetables and grain 
were thriving thoro at that time. I saw onions here which 
grew upon the island, the largest I ever saw in my life. 
The settlement is very badly situated for fresh water, if 
hue to be brought from a distance, and sells at a penny 
per gallon. We left that on the 9th Dec, and entered 
Gulf bt Vincent, nnd arrived at Holdfast bay on the J0tb> 
where we cast anchor, and lay till the 13th, before any 
of us were sent ashore. We were the last emigrants to 
leave the ship, which we did on the 17th. I assisted the 
3d mate to serve out the provisions and water during the 
passage, and Hell* washed several articles tot captain 
and mates, which we received £3 for, and I had grog 
allowed mo every day and my dinner along with the 
sailors if I chose. I had not an hour's sickness on board* 
but Bell had two turns of it. Holdfast bay is very open, 
exposed to all winds except from the land, the beech 
consists of fine white sand, with not a stone td bo seem 
A sand bank, about 20 feet high, runs along the shore for 
some miles. There is a harbour about 5 miles farther 
up the Gulf, called Port Adelaide, where vessels lie 
secure from all winds. When we landed at the bay we 
were provided with shelter and rations, till, the commis- 
sioners carts came and took our luggage up'here, which 
is 7 miles from the bay, when we had a fortnight's rations 
allowed us, and a house, in which we are still stopping. The 
commissioners do their duty to all emigrants that come 
here, so that no person need bo afraid to venture. There 
is a doctor hound to attend to emigrants gratis for three 
months after they land. The land round tho coast ap- 
pears to be floated during the raioy seasons, with low 
sand hills here and there through it, but as you leave the 
coast, the hills disappear, the land gets better, and the 
country appears as it were a gentleman's park covered 
with grass, upon which cattle and sheep fatten surprisingly 
fast Tho climate is much hotter than that of Scotland* 
but a cool breeze generally springs up from the 8.W. 
about noon, which is refreshing. There has been fie 

•HUWlft. 
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crop here yet, owing to the land not being surveyed id 
sufficient extent, but there are upwards of 100,000 acre* 
surveyed, remly for selection, so that we expect a crop 
this year* Tho town they are fanning here, is beauti- 
fully situated on a rising ground, with the river Torrens 
running through it. There hus bojn but a very small 
run of water in it, on account of tho drought of summer, 
but the frequent showers have gone on and set every 
thing a- growing. Tho principal work f;oing on here, is 
building upon and fencing in the town auctions, an acre 
each— set up for sale at £1 at first, an J now selling at 
from £30 to £60. Carpenters or joiners wages are from 
10s. to lS2«. per day; masons and bricklayers, 8s. to 10s.; 
labourers, from 5s. Cd. to 7s. ; sawyers tcceivo £1 per 100 
feet, but they cut the trees also, i commenced first to 
drive bullocks, but did not liko them, they appeared to 
bo fonder to draw down trees uiid gat a posts, than to go 
strait forward, so I left them and commenced fencing at 
5s. Gd. per day. Then I went to work to the resident 
commissioner at 6s., now I am jobbing, which I think is 
better. I made 16s. yesterday cutting grass. Boll is almost 
constant at tho resident commissioner's working, milking, 
and making butter at 3s. per clay with her victuals. 
Wo like tho place well, and expect to make a little 
money, and perhaps come back to see you again. Taking 
the markets with the rato of wages, they are cheapor 
here than at homo. Fresh 'beef and mutton, Is. per 
pound; salt beef, 8d.; pork, Od. and 10d.; cheese, Is. 10d.; 
sugar, Gd. to 7d.; tea, 3s. Gd. to 4s.; potatoes, IGs. Od. 
per cwt. ; flour, 3Ad. per pound; spirits and wiuo are 
rcry cheap hero, therefore drunkenness is a prevailing 
distemper here. Pleas and flies are very plentiful hero> 
and rather troublosomtf. There are a few mosquitoes, 
but not troublesome. The natives ippcar to bo quite 
harmless; they will do any thing for white monoy or 
bread. They are very black, withl strong beard and 
whiskers, and hr ve a large visngj. They go almost entire* 
ly naked, have straight welUshaped limbs, belly very large, 
apparently fit to hold three days* provisions at a time* 
There are three places of worship here, an English church, 
a Methodist, and art Independent meeting-house, all 
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within 15 minutes 9 walk of wliero we are. Write us 
immediately on the receipt of this, and let us know how 
you are nil getting on.*' 

Another letter has been received from Mr Rankin, 
which, as it gives further information respecting the 
colony, is also given entire :— 

AXOItf STATfOlt, No. 1. 

AnRLATDt, South Aurr«*UA, Ylik Am$p$t % 1839. 

" DfiAnBuoTHKn — We trouble yon a second time to 
let you know the state of our affairs, so that you may 
judge for yourselves whether we have dor.e right or 
wrong by coming here* In my last, I stated that I had 
commenced jobbing. I did very well, during the time I 
jobbed. I earned from 8s. to 10s. a-duy; wrought some- 
times on days' tvnges, at 7s. to 8*. Now, Bell and I have 
engaged with n Joint Stock Cattlo Company, to have tho 
charge of the dairy for one year, at eighty pounds ster- 
ling, and found in all our provisions. The Company con- 
sists of eighty Mhnres, at £25 per share. 1 have taken 
one share, and thinking on taking another, as I consider 
it will pay very well— there are 120 hoad of cattlo, and 
there is nothing to pay for grass as yet, and butter and 
cheese sell very high here* 

" We are settled now about 24 miles from town, and 12 
miles from any other settlement; but there is to be another 
station about three mile* from this. We arrived here 
12th July, and are now engaged putting up fences and 
bouses* There are three men besides myself, and we are 
all quite happy* I think wo have nothing to fear from 
the natives, as tlioro are very few of them in this part of 
the country, and we have not seen any of them hero yet; 
but they are quite harmless about the town. Tho com- 
missioners have put up a number of huts for them, and a 
school-house for teaching the young ones. They will 
carry wood or water for oread or money* Trade is in* 
creasing very frst in this colony* There have six vessels 
arrived from Kuglnnd since we came here, and a great 
number from Van Diemen's Land, and other places* 
Stock is increasing very fast* There have been two 
arrivals over-land from Sydney, about 700 head, and 
more are expected daily* The more I see of this country, 
the more beautiful I think it is ; 1 have been inland about 

2u 
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92 miles, and ucvor saw a gentleman's pleasure ground 
look moro beautiful. The night air is nowise pernicious; 
I have walked nil day with wet feet*— slept at night by 
the firo in the open air with my boots on, and felt nothing 
the worse of it. I hnvo bought hulf»an»acre of ground, 
adjoining the town, upon which I intend to build a cottage, 
which will bring mo a little cash. Now, IJcll and I con-* 
sider we have piade a good change by coming hero. Bell 
is still in hopes of getting back to sec you all, and I do not 
doubt that, if wo bo careful, we may both take another 
voyage to see old Scotia's shores. However, if we re* 
main here a few years, your winter will be too cold for 
lis. The winter hore is almost over, and it has been very 
mild ; I have sceu frost in the morning, mid felt cold be* 
fore sunrise, but as soon as tho huh rose it wont all away. 
Bell says, if her father and mother and some of her rela- 
tions were here, she would never ask to go a milo from 
where she is, for she likes the place so well. She is mis- 
tress of the dairy, and making as much noi«o, or more 
than ever, and thinks hersolf quite happy. She stood 
god -mother for the resident commissioner's young child, 
tor which she received presents from hi* daughter, and a 
promise of out* of them to stand god-mother for her el Jest. 
Now, if any person considers himself well enough where 
he is, T would not advise him to shift; but I know that 
any man who is able and willing to work, will do far 
bettor hero than in Great Britain." 

The following extract from Mr James's publication, 
regarding tho colony, is en tilled to great consideration. 
It may be relied on as correct, ns it comes from one who 
lias no partiality for South Australia, except in so far ns 
it possesses advantages which are undeniable. Tho pas- 
sage relates to the importance and respectability of tho 
labouring population, 

" It was pleasing to soe in Adelaide the importance and 
respectability of the labouring classes. In proportion as 
they were scarce they were properly estimated, and the 
responsibility of their situations, particularly shepherds, 
stock-keepers, mid such like, had a tendency very much 
to lesscii the distinction between mn<*tor and man. Of 
course this treatment on the part of the employer made 
the servatit a more important personage in his own eyes, 
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increased liis self-respect, made him doubly careful of tho 
properly committed to his charge, and altogether seemed 
to take off the pains of servitude* The author has often 
dined with respectable residents, where the overseer, after 
washing his hand*, drew in his c'uaxr among the company, 
and not only with perfect propriety, but entertaining his 
master and guests wit i accounts of his day's work — the 
sheep and cows, &c. Though such a practice cannot be 
said to obtain much in England, especially in towns, yet.it 
is the practice in many parts of the continent; but coming 
as the author did from New South Wales, where there 
are few benides convict-servants, it struck him as equally 
strange and praiseworthy. Mr Giilcs, who is an admir- 
able settler for a now colony, and active and ardent in 
tho pursuit of every thing, makes this a common custom, 
and so do many others, [especially such gentlemen at 
hold sheep and cattle. There seemed also a freshness 
and gentility about the females of South Australia, con- 
trasting very favourably with the rubbish of 8ydney; 
and a person coming from the eastern colonies would 
not fail to be struck with the superior ruddiness, Sim* 
plicity, and purity of tho South Australian damsels* In 
strolling up to the tents, and near the huts of the labour* 
ing people, they all seemed healthy and happy, the wife 
asking the gentleman to come out of the sun and rest 
himself, and at the same time offering all they had for 
his refreshment. It does not take long to see that there 
is a vast difference between the state of society— I mean 
among the working classes here— and the same classes in 
the other colonies." 

Mechanics should take as many tools, used in their re- 
spective trades as possiblo ; indeed, every person should 
be provided with a saw, plane, hainmor, chisels, augurs, 
Ac. A sufficient stock of clothing for a four months* 
voyage should be procured, and this is of the greatest 
importance, as it is not possible to wash linen during the 
passage, oxcopting those persons only who are economical 
with their water, and save it for that purpose* or have the 
means of catching rain water sufficient when opportunities 
occur* 

Females would do well to take out the materials for 
those articles of clothing which are not wonted for home* 
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diate use, and make them tip on the voyago; as the 
amusemont would help to dispel the sameness and languor 
consequently attending their passage. At the same time, 
it should be remembered, that calicoes, brown holland, 
f'ustain jackets, camlet, fino canvass, and any other articles 
of that description, will always be most valuable to those 
who can tako a little extra stock. 

House and domestic ironmongery aro not to be for- 
gotten. Cast iron three-legged pots are much tiHcd in 
out-of-doors cookery in tlicso colonics ; and Scotch emi- 
grants will not forgot to bring out a girdle for baking 
cakes. Crokcry also will require to be attended to, and 
it will be found expedient to purchase jugs and vessels 
in which liquids nnd stores aro kept, with covers to them 
on account of the great number of flics. 

A sufficient supply of furniture also will bo desirable; 
chests of drawers form a good package for things to bo 
used in the colony, and chairs nnd tables are only to bo 
got there by paying a very high price. Chairs, of course, 
should bo brought out, but partially glued up ; the backs 
and seats might be complete, but to save freight, the legs 
and cross pieces should be glued in after arrival. The 
legs of tables should ho made to unscrew. 

On the voyage the emigrants aro placed under the cam 
of the Surgeon-superintendent, whose duty it is to see 
that the articles of agreement between the shipowner 
nnd tho Commissioners are properly carried into effect, 
nnd to whom all complaints are to bo made* One of the 
emigrants is usually appointed to assist the Surgeon in 
seeing the rations served out, keeping order between 
decks, and to report generally on their conduct to tho 
surgeon. 

The food provided for the passengers is plentiful and 
excellent Medical comforts are also dispensed when 
required. 

The following gentlemen have been appointed special 
agents for the selection of [emigrants, throughout tho 
larger towns of the kingdom :— 

C Mr J. GlhMon, ft, Austin Friars. 
London < — • E. H. Mcars, 5, Leadcnhall St; 

( — S. KithcnJon, I, do. 
Arundel ...... •— Henry Lear. 
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Bristol ....... Mr Jas. Morcom. 

Chichester ...... — Henry Watson. 

Exeter — Jos. Horsey. 

Falmouth — A. B. Duckhaot. 

Halifax ...;... — • H. Hughlings. 
Hull ...••».. — O. Greenwood. 

Lewes i . — John Elliot. 

Liverpool ...... — John Hurry. 

Tavistock — J. P. Fcaster. 

Glasgow — F. Reid. 

T ... ( Messrs. Allan & Son. 

Lcuh •••■••• | _ Adaroson & Co. 

TOUT LINCOLN 

Is situated in Spencers Gulph, and from general accounts, 
seems destined, at no distant period, to be the seat of a 
flourishing and important settlement. The objections to 
Advluide as the scat of the government of South Austra- 
lia, is its inland situation-— a situation more adapted for 
agricultural and pasturing purposes, than those of trade 
and commerce. The port of Adelaide is objected to on 
account of tho shallowness of the water, and other incon- 
veniences. Tl o favourable position of Port Lincoln for 
all ptirposos, and the beauty and fertility of the surround- 
ing territory, havo led many to suppose that the govern- 
ment of tho colony will soon be transferred to it The 
harbour is of vast extent, capable of containing the whole 
navies of Europe, and the depth of water is generally not 
less than twelve fathoms, with a bottom of muddy sand. 
This, taken in connexion with the richness of the land on 
every side, will mako it a most desirable locality for a 
settlement. All the navigators who have explored Port 
Lincoln* speak of it in the highest terms of oomtuenda* 
tion. Freycinet and Peron, French navigators, say, 
' " On tho western side of the gulph, and near its entrance* 
is Port Lincoln, one of the finest and most secure in 
Now Holland; in every part of it is an excellent bottom; 
the depth of water, even close in with the land, is from 
ten to twelve fathoms, and such it the capacity of tlia 
magnificent port, that it is competent to receive the most 
numerous fleets. In front of this port is Boston Island, 
four or five leagues in circumference, and which, placed 
exactly in the middle of the month of the port, leaves on 
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each s'tdo a passage from tiro to three miles broad, in 
both of which passages a vessel can work with easu und 
safety. Finally, an if nature were inclined in favour of 
Port Lincoln, to chango the character of monotony am 1 , 
barrenness, stamped on tho neighbouring lands, sho han 
formed its shores of gently rising slopes/ and clothed 
them with umbrageous forests. YKo did not find any 
fresh water at this spot, but the vign.ir and liveliness of 
vegetation, mid the height of tho country, to us wore cer- 
tain indices of the existence of some rivulets, or at least 
of somo copious springs. On tin*, tho most favoured 
part of South Australia, there aro certainly numerous 
tribes of inhabitants, for tho whole country Boomed in 
flames. 60 many exclusive advantages insure special 
importance to Port Lincoln, that it may fearlessly bo 
affirmed, that of all the points of this land, this is tho 
best adapted for tho establishment of an Kuropcan 
colony." 

AUSTRALIA FEMX AND TOUT PHI MP. 

On account of the proximity of this fertile "portion of 
New Holland to the colony of South Australia, wo have 
given casual notices of it in our descriptions. Australia 
Felix lies between New South Wales and the younger 
colony, aid properly belongs to the government of the 
former* Its territory, however, in so extensive, as to re- 
quire that it should 00 placed under a celonial govern- 
ment of its own. It might then embrace all the territory 
east from the mouth of the Glonelg, 141° of east longi- 
tude, as far as the mouth of the Snowy river, in 148i° 
cast ; whilst the northern limit of tho colony might be 
the Murray, and its main tributary tho Hume. ' This 
colony would contain about fifty millions of acres of laud, 
all better than the average of the neighbouring countries. 
The superior adaptation of Australia Felix for pasturing 
and agricultural purposes, 1ms not been un;terceivod. 
Already thousands are sitting down on its fertile plains, 
and covering them with numerous flocks. Port Philip, 
the principal point of the settlement, is nearly opposite to 
Vati Diemens Land, and between Sydney and Adelaide. 
It is an immense bay, measuring about 40 miles by about 
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35 miles. The capital is Melbourne, already a thriving 
town, containing nearly 2000 inhabitants, and carrying 
on a great business. It Is built close upon the falls of 
the river Yurra Yurra, and is supplied at all seasons with 
abundance of froth water. Immediately below the town, 
the vessels aro ni anchor in the salt water. From the 
beauty and fertility of the country about Melbourne, ex- 
tending 40 miles north and westward beyond the Cam* 
paspg, almost without limit, ^nothing can prevent the 
prosperity of tho settlement* Already the sheep amount 
to 300,000 head, and rapidly increasing, and as the 
means of tho settlors who own the sheep, are increasing 
also, it gives employment to the artisans of Melbourne, 
which Js a very bustling place at the wharf, where several 
schooners aro seen receiving or discharging their cargoes, 
from tho neighbouring ports. At Port Philip, good 
labourer* got £50 a-year, with board and lodging ; and 
mechanics, shepherds, builders, and all other tradesmen 
likely to succeed in South Australia, get ample encour- 
agement. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

This country, which consists of three large islands, is at- 
tracting notice, from tho superior advantages for colon! 
zation which it holds out. It is free of the greater num- 
ber of drawbacks which belong to all the other colonies 
of Grc»t Britain. Tho air is mild and salubrious, every 
way calculated to dovelop all the energies of the Euro- 
pean constitution — the land is more fitted for agriculture 
than that of New Holland— -it is possessed of innumerable 
forests — large rivers, and the most commodious, beautiful, 
and capacious harbours. There is no country in the 
world better adapted for the purposes of commerce— -its 
ports are the finest known— it is the key of the whole 
Pacific Ocean — its resources are illimitable. From these 
characteristics, it has been called the Great Britain of the 
South Sea, and both in a commercial and political point 
of view, it appears to merit and justify toe title. We 
beg to quote the following extract from a work lately 
published by Mr Patrick Matthew, on the colonisation 
of New Zealand, 
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"Estimating the Advantages of position, extent, climate, 
fertility, adaptation for trado«— all tho causes which have 
tended to render liritain the emporium of the world, we 
can observe only one other spot on the earth equally, it' 
not more favoured by nature, and that is New Zealand. 
Serrated with harbours, securely insulated, having a 
climate teinporated by surrounding ocean, of such ex* 
tent a«?d fertility as to support a population sufficiently 
numerous to defend its shores against any possible invad- 
ing forco ; it, like Great Britain, also possesses a largo 
neighbouring continent (Australia), from which it will 
draw resonices, and to which it bears the relution of a 
rich homestead, with a vast extent of out-field pasturage 
In these advantages, it equals Britain, while it isiuperior 
to Britain in having tho weather-gage of an immense 
commercial field, — tho innumerable rich islands of tho 
PaciBc,— -the gold and silver producing countries of 
Western America (by far the richest in the precious 
metals of any of the world)—- the vast accumulations of 
man in China and Japan — all these lie within a few 
weeks' sail. 

41 The small portion of New Zealand already under cul- 
tivation, yield*, in luxuriant nbiindanco and perfection, all 
the valuable fruits and grain of Europe; and, unlike Canada 
(whero the husbandman has to cudu/e life-consuming toil 
in the very hot enervating summer, to lay up provender 
for the subsistence of all his bestial during the long and 
rigorous winter), stock of all descriptions fatten in this 
favoured region, at all soasons, upon the spontaneous 
produce of the wilderness.* The climato is also the most 
favourable to tho development of tho hunmn spocios,f 

•- # The missionaries have been sojourning in New Zcutnnd for the last 
tw«nty»thrcft years. They, with ihelr families, i.moutit to upward* of 
ninety Individuals, end, with the exception of infants, only one death 
(It is said) has oecurrcu amongst them* Jn this country, according 
to the Uuv. W. Yate, " Invalids become well, the healthy rnbutt, and 
the robust fat* It has o perpetual ftprlng, the whole atmosphere we roe 
Impregnated with perfumes, and every breath inhaled stimulates the 
system, and strengthen* man for the labour which may lie before him. 
1 am persuaded (says' he), that all graminivorous animals, wild or 
domestic* would thrive well In this temperate clime, If allowed to range 
at large In the forests, on the hills, lit the valleys, or on the plains*" 

f •* Marriages among the English have been prolific, in u very ex* 
traordluary degree, of a most healthy progeny.*— (See official oocu* 
incut by T. Busby, Esq , Urlthm Resident.) 
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producing a race of natives of surpassing 1 strength and 
energy. From the mountainous interior, the country it* 
in a wonderful degree, permeated by never-failing streams 
and rivers of the purest water, affording innumerable falls, 
suited to mpchinery, adjacent to the finest harbours. The 
forests abound in timber of gigantic size, peculiarly 
adapted for naval purposes, and for house-building, and, 
from its mild workable quality, much more economically 
convertible and serviceable than the timber of any other 
country in the southern hemisphere ; most of which, from 
extreme hardness, is almost unmanageable.* Millions 
of acres, it is said, aro covered with the famed New Zea* 
Jaud flax (the great value of which is now coining to be 
appreciated) : and around the shores are the most valua- 
ble f.bherics, from the mackeral to the whale ; in the pur* 
suit of which latter, man y of our vessels resort, though 
ut the other extremity of the earth. Combining all these 
natural internal advantages with the most favoured posi* 
lion for trade*, Now Zealand must ultimately reign the 
Maritime Queen of the South-eastern hemisphere. 

" Estimating these surpassing natural advantages in 
their peculiar adaptation to the en rgetic maritime British 
race, it is somowhat remarkable that no regular attempt 
has been made by Britain to colonize New Zealand* 
This must have arisen from the numbers and barbarous 
character of the native population ; a population so small, 
however, reduced as it now is, as to be quite out of all 
proportion to the extent of territory, and which exists 
only around some of the sheltered bays of the coast, and 
in a few of the rich valleys of tho interior. According 
to Mr Ynte, and tho other missionaries who have had the 
best moans of estimating their numbers, the whole amount 
may be about 110,000. Another writer states: 'The 
inhabitants, in fact, have not, in any sense of the word, 
taken possession of tho country which thoy call their 
own* it is still the undivided domain of nature, and they 

• " There Is a great variety of timber In the'eountry Ut for all pur- 
pose*, m for ship-building, domestic, and other purpose*. The forests 
of New Zeitlnii't afford, perhaps, tho finest spars for masts and yards 
In tho wnrlri, and which are extremely valuable. Jn India, tho wood 
Leiiif there my heavy, they cannot get any description of wood to make 
good ttpars, and thoie taken from New Zealand find there a ready sale." 
— <Sce J. L. Nlcholus, E*|., Far. Evidence.) 
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are merely a hondfiil of stragglers who wander about the 
outskirts. Thus, densely populated Britain, with the 
means of effectual relief, is allowed to remain writhing 
under the preventive and destructive checks, while a 
region, the finest in the world— a region v hich, beyond 
all of hers, can lay claim to tho name of p ahadi§k, is lying 
an untenanted wilderness.*" 

Mr James, whom we hnvo already quoted) says, in re* 
fcrence to New Zealand, 

«* There is a country, not a great way off, that will 
be the Grcnt Britain of the south, through process of 
time, and that country is New Zealand. Formed of 
three islands nearly twico as long as England and Scot* 
land, abounding in navigable rivers, and the most com* 
modious harbours, with a genial climnto and fertile soil, 
and rich by nature in timber find flax, it will assuredly 
be, some day or other, a great maritime power, and it 
can maintain any a noun t of population. In another cen- 
tury, and when all the various colonies of New Holland 
are nothing more than extensive pa* hires, it is probable 
that New Zealand will exceed them nil in shipping and 
population. In the Thames and Bay of Inlands, in 
Vukianga and Cook's Straits, there will rise up, and is 
already in activity, even without the patronage and fos* 
tering care of Government, the nucleus of a mighty 
people, destined to perpetuate (ho arts, morals, industry, 
and* language of Great Britain, over the vast Pacific I 
The ferocious charac er of the natives, has been objected 
to— but it is more in *anny than reality — they will not bo 
trifled with, and understand perfectly their rights ; but 
under a just and enlightened treatment the nmornt of 
such a qurntity of suitable and available labour, all ready 
on the spot, for tillage, ship-building, &c, is a prodigious 

* Mr Flott, <tn nj»riculinri*t from the east of England, of consider- 
able professional and general knowledge, and who Iias lately returned 
from New Zwitnnd, where he h.td been remaining for several years, 
informs tho author, that In crossing Hie North Hit"', he trnvelt.vl 
along a tract of fine alluvial »nil, In the lower valley of the Wnlknto 
river v, equal in extent, but richer, than the alluvial level between 
Cambridge and Hull,— the kernel of Kngtand. Mr ¥ latt nNo corro- 
borates the statements of others respecting the salubrity, mildness, and 
beauty of the climate— that it ts a land of sunny-showers, and that In 
the case of heavy rains, tut clouds clear off immediately when the rain 
ceases, and a most brilliant sun shines out. 
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advantage. Now Zealand it not a grassy country, and 
therefore will never compete with the colonies of Austra- 
lia in tho rearing of sheep or cattle; bat as an agricul- 
tural and commercial country it excels them all." 

We close this notice of New Zealand with a passage 
from tho work of J. S. Polack, Esq., on this country* 
This gentleman resided in tho country for many years, 
and his narrativo is full of the most valuable and interest- 
ing information. He has a perfect knowledge ot most of 
the South 8ea islands, and from his long residence and 
extensive travels, is well fitted to judge of their capabili- 
ties :— 

" New Zealand, once systematically colonized, will be 
regarded, in a very few years, by Great liritain, among 
the first in value of her colonies, without any of those 
attendant expenses that have hitherto been inseparable 
in the formation of these adjuncts to her greatness. The 
country fo destined to become the granary, as well as from 
her peculiar locality, the safeguard, of the many rising 
colonies now established on the four coasts of New Hoi* 
land. 

" New Zealand possesses, in either Island alone, a 
greater number of valuablo harbours than are to be 
found around tho circumference of coast that girts New 
Holland. Tho climate is unequalled ; the land is nearly 
situated antipodal to our own, with the advantage of 
being iicnrer to tho temperate sone $ the value of the soil, 
its fertility, the rivers, fresh water creeks intersecting the 
surrounding lands in every direction, and forming easy 
and convenient outlets for the marketable productions of 
tho farmer, ghe this splendid country so obvious a 
superiority over the most favoured colony in Now Hoi- 
land, as must cause, at no far distant day, a depreciation 
of the unnaturally forced prices of land in those colonies, 
and New Zealand will Le raised in proportionate value, 
as it must be tfio dep6t and mart for the various produc- 
tions of the different islands in tho entire rast Pacific 
Ocean. These remarks are not the hazardous results of 
hasty conjecture, but resulting from a residence in the 
islands of the Pacific and Indian Oceans of above eleven 
years." 
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REGULATIONS TOli LABOUREnfl WISHING TO EMIGRATE 

TO SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

1. The net of Parliament declares that tlio whole of the 
fundi arising from the sale of lands and the rent of pas* 
turago shall form an emigration fund, to bo employed in 
affording a free passage to the colony from Great Britain 
and Ireland for poor persons, " provided that they shall, 
as fyr as possible, bo adult persons of both sexes in equal 
proportions, and not excMcling the age of thirty yearn. 1 ' 

2. With a view to carrying this provision into effect, 
the Commitisiouers offer a free passage to tho colony (in* 
eluding provisions and medical attendance during the 
voyage) to persons of tho following description t— 

*). Agricultural labourers, shepherd*, bakers, black* 
smiths, braziers, and tinmen, smiths, shipwrights, boat- 
builders, butcher*, wheelwrights, sawyers, cabinet-makers, 
coopers, curriers, farriers, millwrights, harness-makers, 
boot and slice makers, tailors, tanners, brick-makers, 
lime-burners, and all persons engaged in the erection of 
buildings. 

4. Persons engnged in the above occupations, who may 
apply for a free passage to South Australia, must bo able 
to give satisfactory inferences to show that they are 
Itone&t, sober, industrious, and of general good character, 
ami they must therefore Jill up the annexed form and trans* 
mit it properly attested^ as directed is* the form itself. 

5. They must be real labourer* going out to work for 
wages in the colony, of sound mind and body, not less than 
fifteen, nor more titan thirty years of age, and married. 

6. To the wives of such labourers us are thus sent 
out, the Commissioners offer a free possnge with their 
husbands. 

7. To single women a free passage will be granted, 
provided they go out under the protection of their parents 
oi near relatives* The preference will bo given to thoio 
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accustomed to farm and dairy-work, to sempstresses, 
itraw~p)atter* f nnd domestic servants. 

6. Tho children of parents sent out by t!ie Commis- 
sioners will receive a free pnssage if they are* nnder one 
or full fifteen years of age. For all children between the 
age* of one and fifteen £3 must be paid by tho parents 
or friends, or by the parish. Tho Commissioners cannot 
in any way becomo responsible for it. 

0. Emigrant* will, for the most part, embark at the port 
of London ; but if any considerable number should offer 
themselves in tho neighbourhood of any port of Great 
Britain or Ireland, arrangements will, if possible, be made 
for their embarkation at such port. 

1 0* Tho expense of reaching the vessel and taking their 
bnggago on board must bo borne by the emigrants* ]but 
on the day appointed for their embarkation they will be 
received, even though tho departure of the ship should be 
delayed, and will bo put to no further expense. 

1 1. Every adnlt emigrant is allowed to take half a ton 
weight, or twenty measured cubic feet of baggage. Extra 
baggage is charged £2 10s. the ton. 

12. Tho emigrants must provide the bedding for them- 
selves and children ; nnd the other articles most useful 
for emigrants to take with them are strong plain clothing, 
and the lighter and most necessary tools of their own 
trades. 

13. On tho arrival of tho emigrants in the colony they 
will be received by an officer, who will supply their im- 
mediate wants, assist them in reaching the place of their 
destination, be ready to advise with them in cases of dif- 
ficulty, and nt all times give them employment at reduced 
wages on tho Government works, if from any cause they 
should. bo unable to obtain it elsewhere. 

14*. On the arrival of the emigrant-labourers in the 
colony, they will ho nt perfect liberty to engage them* 
selves tc any ono willing lo employ them, and will make 
their own bargain for wages. This arrangement, while 
it leaves the emigrant free to act as he may think right* 
manifestly renders it impo9sible for tho Commissioners to 
give any exact information as to the amount of wages to 
be obtained; they can merely state that in all new colo- 
nies, particularly in the neighbouring settlements of New 
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South M'alca and Van Diemen's Land, wages nro much 
higher tlutn in England. 

In providing clothing, it should bo remembered that tho 
usual length of the royage is about four months. 

By order of tho Board, 

Rowland Him,, Secretary. 
Applications to be made to the Svpa intendcrrt of Emi- 
gration, 6, Adetphi Terrace. 
May 9M, 1G38. 

Register, No. Date* 

Form for Persons destious of obtaining a Free Passago 
to South Australia, to bo filled up and returned to tho 
Colonization Commissioners for South Australia, No. 0, 
.Adetphi Terrace, London* 



The same form will do for a man and Ids wife and their 
children under fifteen.* -All others will require distinct 
forms. 



Name of the applicant... 

Trado or calling 

Place of residence 

Married or single.. ... # .. % 

Age Man's age Woman's ago 

Namns and ages of the 

children, if thcro are 

any under 15 yoar.i..,. 
Chargo for the children 

by whom defrayed, (*ee 

regulation 8) ...i.. 

Name and addres* of 

some lato employer, 

with tho timo the ap- 
plicant worked for him 
Name and address of the 

minister of tho parish 
. in which the applicant 

resides* ••.....♦♦ 
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I do hereby declare that the above statement it trno j 
that I have carefully read the preceding regulations for 
the selection of emigrant-labourers, and that in applying 
for a free passage to the colony, I am really and truly 
acting in accordance with the spirit of those regulations, 
which I understand to be this :— That the privilege of * 
free passage, if granted, will be allowed ine in the expec- 
tation that I go to the colony as one willing and intend* 
ing to work there for wages, until, by such means, I shall 
have saved sufficient to enable me, in the same manner, 
to employ others. 

Signed by the applicant* 



CERTIFICATE TO DB SIGNED BY TWO RESPZGTABLV 

HOUSEHOLDERS. 

We certify, that we are well acquainted with the above* 
named applicant, and that we believe the above statement 
to bo strictly true ; further, that wo bolieve the applicant 
to be honest, sober, industrious, and of general good cha- 
racter, and likely to maintain • self in the colony* 

Signature. Signature. 

Place of abode. Place of abode. 



CERTIFICATE OF A PHYSICIAN OR SUKOEON. 

I certify, that the above-named applicant is neither 
seriously mutilatod nor deformed in person, nor, in my 
opinion, afflicted with any disease calculated to shorten 
life, or to impair physical or mental energy. 

Signature* Place of residence. 



I certify, to the best of my belief, that the above cer- 
tificates are authentic, and that the person? whose signa- 
tures are affixed to them are worthy of credit 

(To be sigued by the magistrate, or clergyman, or, if 
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in Ireland, Catholic priest of thb parish in which the ap- 
plicant resides.) 

Signature of the magistrate* Place of residence?. 

Signature of the? clergyman. Place of residence. 

Signature of the Catholic priest. Place of residence. 

* # + ft is particularly requested that no gentleman will 
certify this return, unleM thoroughly convinced of the 
statements contained in it. 



clothing, &c. 

As washing on board ship van bo allowed to a very 
limited extent only, emigrants are earnestly advised to 
take out as large a stock of clothing as they can obtain ; 
women would no well to carry out the materials and make 
up their clothes on the voyage. All wilt be required to 
provide themselves with nodding, knife and fork, plate, 
spoon, drinking mug, &e., the latter had better bo of tin 
or pewter. 
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